Minutes of the Shropshire Playing Fields Association Council Committee held virtually online Thursday 22nd May 2025 at 2.00pm
[bookmark: _Hlk72560660]Item 1.Present:  David Kilby (Secretary)  Ray Wickson (SALC chairman) Anna Turner, Steve Reese (Shropshire Cricket) Andrew Jones (Shropshire Crown Bowls Association) Ian Brett (Chairman)

Apologies: Were received from Tony Durnell (Vice Chairman), James Lavery (Donnington & Muxton)  Don Howell (Shropshire RFU) Simon Jones (Shropshire Tennis Association)  Seb Preston (Treasurer)

Item 2. Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on the 13th February  2025 were accepted as a true record. – (RW/AT – Agreed)

Item 3 Matters arising from the minutes: 
[bookmark: _Hlk525727698]DK confirmed to members that the outstanding loan for £1,000 had been repaid in full by Madeley Cricket Club on time.
DK said he had received no up-date regard the Glebeland Open Space at Bayston Hill.
DK said now the May local elections had been held he would contact Town Councils across Shropshire to ask them about their play policy and strategy.
DK said he had tried to contact Sundorne Sports Village regard their premier league pitch hire next season but despite leaving a number of messages no one had responded to his enquiry.
There were no further matters arising from the minutes

Item 4: Treasurer’s report 
DK conveyed SPs apologies for not being able to attend today’s meeting due to work commitments, SP had submitted the 4th  Quarter accounts to members in advance of today’s meeting ready for discussion. 
[bookmark: _Hlk117344636]DK said that overall, the accounts  remained healthy currently showing funds available to be £25,285.38. due mainly to the low level of spending incurred by the association and  interest received on our Lloyds a/c funds for the year. 

SPs report explained that once again we had not received or sought to collect any subscriptions from Town and Parish Councils during the year, but that he had received payment in full from Madeley Cricket Club for the loan they had received from SPFA, in 2023 
DK thanked our treasurer Seb for his continued  good work looking after SPFA funds
Figures as at 31.03.2025
Bank Accounts
Lloyds Current                                                                       £2,886.63
Lloyds Savings                                                                      £22,398.75
Total                                                                                      ----------------
                                                                                                £25,285.38  
                                                                                                ----------------
                                                                                                
Fund Breakdown
Playscheme Fund                                                                £9,493.00
General Fund                                                                     £14,413.63
Play Fund                                                                                    980.00
                                                                                             ----------------
                                                                                              £24,886.63
Movement in Lloyds bank during period
Bal   @ 01.01.25                                                                 £2,517.43
National Playing Fields Subscription                                  -£25.00
S Preston                                                                               -£300.00
B & B Insurance                                                                    -£305.80
Madeley CC Loan Repayment                                          £1,000.00
                                                                                            -----------------
Bal @ 31.03.25                                                                    £2,886.63                                                                                              

Item 5. Sports Association Reports
Andrew Jones from Shropshire Crown Bowls Association said things were very positive at the moment with no clubs currently in jeopardy as numbers continue to grow after covid times.
Steve Reese from Shropshire Cricket informed members that their four year strategy was up for review in June, with indoor facilities a high priority across the Country.
The hundred cricket series informed members that the franchise had recently been sold generating over £50 Million of which a proportion was being allocated towards the recreation game of which Steve is on the recreation committee.
Across Shropshire all 55 clubs are functioning well, recording record growth in Women’s and Juniors participation levels.
Additionally there are 9 pitch advisors carrying out pitch power reviews across many pitches in Shropshire

Item 6 Parish and Town Council Reports
There were no representatives in attendance from Shropshire Council, Telford and Wrekin Council or Shrewsbury Town Council or reports submitted.
RW from SALC said most councils were currently at the point of forming new councils and cabinets following the May local elections so newly appointed representatives were not currently available. 

Item 7. Secretary Report
Your secretary circulated a report from the secretary prior to the meeting so any discussion points might be raised during the meeting.
Public liability Insurance: DK informed members that SPFA had renewed its annual public liability insurance premium for £305.80 with Brown and Brown Insurance Brokers from Newport in Shropshire.
High Ercall Tennis Club Pavillion: DK informed members that High Ercall Tennis Club are currently in the process of raising funds to upgrade their pavilion, he asked if any SPFA members have knowledge of any funding opportunities or grants available that the club might be able to access to please let  Dave Haston at the club know.
Accounts payment fee: DK informed members that an expense fee of £300 has been paid to our treasurer in respect of the work he has done during the year for the Shropshire Playing Fields Association, DK also thanked Seb for his continued support
Llanymynech Hard Tennis Courts Clean: DK informed members that In response to an enquiry regard the surface cleaning of tennis courts from Llanymynech Tennis Club,  DO  gave the name of a local company that Wrekin Council use to help maintain their park courts, this has now been passed on to the tennis club who thanked us for the recommendation.
Shropshire Playing Pitch Strategy Review: DK informed members that as a member of Shropshire Councils playing pitch strategy, working group your secretary has been invited to attend a review meeting at Lilleshall National Sports Centre on 3rd June 2025, DK asked members if they had any points they would like to be put forward to let DK know a couple of days prior to the meeting. 
Charity Commission: DK said he had recently received a news up-date from the Charity Commission, which it advised contains essential information that should be shared with our three trustees, which your secretary has duly done. DK explained the information focused on;
	· Spotlight on finance – get ready for the new financial year
· Consultation on changes to charity accounting rules
· Warning about fraudulent Commission letters and emails
· Filing your annual return – a reminder
· HMRC reminder to check the tax status of agency staff
· Changes to recycling for charities


 Public Rights of Way and Cycleways that are located in Greenfields Recreation Ground. DK informed members that he had received correspondence from Dr Peter Day related to public rights of way and cycleways located on the Greenfields Recreation Ground for which DK had thanked Peter Day for keeping SPFA informed. 

Any other business 
DK said he was sad to hear that this years flower show had been cancelled in Shrewsbury and that he would be writing to the Shrewsbury Horticultural Society offering the support of the Shropshire Playing Fields Association in the future.

[bookmark: _Hlk159513498]Item 9 Date of next meeting: DK informed members the next executive meeting will be held on Thursday 20th November 2025 at 2.00pm  It was agreed that it should again be a virtual on-line meeting.










